Respiratory distress following elective repeat cesarean section.
The clinical course and chest radiographs of 47 infants with respiratory distress after elective cesarean section were reviewed. The mean difference between the gestational age determined prenatally and that postnatally was 2.6 +/- 1.6 weeks. However, 14 of the infants were delivered at term. All 47 infants required more than 40% oxygen, and 18 infants required a respirator. Fifteen infants developed a pneumothorax; one, a pneumopericardium; one, bronchopulmonary dysplasia; and one infant died. Chest radiographs and the clinical course were consistent with hyaline membrane disease in 17 patients; respiratory distress syndrome type II in 24; and in three the radiographic findings were normal. These data suggest that some of the respiratory morbidity subsequent to elective repeat cesarean section is not secondary to iatrogenic delivery of a premature infant, and that much of it is not due to hyaline membrane disease. These data emphasize that respiratory distress in an infant delivered by elective cesarean section does not necessarily suggest poor prenatal care in regard to the timing of delivery.